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Researching in ancient Metal Road
in the Eurasian Continent
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A mass of pig iron dated to Han period(Tienucun site,Sichuan province)
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Great Metal Road before Great Silk Road!
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Preface

Research Center of Ancient East Asian Iron Culture (AIC) is researching in not only bronze
and iron implements and fechnique of their production but impacts brought to social and
cultural developments in Asia and Eurasia. Changing agreements with institutes in each country,
we are pushing forward with excavations and researching on artifacts. We are also excavating
iron and copper smelting sites showing how to clear up them to archaeologists in each country
because it is very difficult to dig them clearly.

It is our desire to focus importance of history on metal production based on the results of
archaeological excavation in studies on histories in each part of Asia and Eurasia.
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Institutes Changing Agreements (and our Projects)

Chengdu Archaeological Institutes(Chengdu Museum )
* Excavations and researches on archaeological sites for metal production in the
Chengdu Plain, Sichuan.
* Researches on metal production in Sichuan, Yunnan and Guichou Province(Three
South-Western provinces in China ).
Sichuan University
« Cooperative researches with Historical-cultural department under the university's
agreements
The Institute of Archaeology of Mongolian Academy of Science
* Project “History of Mongolian Metallurgy™
Khakas Republic Research Institute of Language, Literature and History
* Researches on Metallic implements and production in the Minusinsk Basin
Project “Northern Metal Highway"

The agreement on academic contract with Henan Archaeological institute is in preparation.

Moreover, research exchange with Archaeological Department of Ural University ( Prof.
Ludomila Koryakova) is going on each other. Academic exchanges with instututes in Korea are
held frequently.



F&%E) / Activities

BEARGY GEALLEE - 1W)I4E) BB ? (D158 - WIE)
Furnace for iron smelting, Han period(Gushishan , Sichuan ) Furnace for iron smelting, Han period?(Shazitang,Sichuan)
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Copper mining site, Bronze age(Gobi region, Mongolia) Ancient nomadic furnace for iron smelting(Troshukino,

Khakas Republic)
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Ancient nomadic settlement with smelting furnace and (Abaza region, Khakas Republic)

blacksmith(Chelnoe Ozero, Khakas Republic)
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Reconstruction of productive technique : Experimental Archaeology

It is one of the purposes of AIC to reconstruct the former technology based on the result of

the analysis on archaeological materials. We are aiming at the archive construction of the lost
technology.
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Reconstructed operation of Kofun period’s furnace(Ehime University) (BIBERZ)
Reconstructed bronze casting by the late
Master Takahashi Kazuo(Ehime University)
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The symposium and the lectures on metal production and their culture are held two or three
times in ayear.
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http://www.ccr.ehime-

u.ac.jp/aic/
Iron and Empire

History and Technique of
TATARA

Report on the trace of
blacksmith in Genghis Khan ‘s
palace

murakami@ehime-u.ac.jp




