It is with great pleasure that I give this welcome address for the Matriculation Ceremony of the United Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences, Ehime University in the presence of the Deans and faculty members from Ehime University, Kagawa University and Kochi University. I congratulate all of you on gaining admission to the doctoral courses of the graduate school.

Of the 18 new students, 14 are international students from 5 countries (7 Bangladesh, 4 Indonesia, 1 China, Thailand and Mozambique). Among 14, 9 are in the Special Program for International Students in Tropical and Subtropical Agriculture and Related Sciences and the other 5 are in the Special Doctoral Course for International Students from Asia, Africa and Pan-Pacific Rim, who proceed from Master’s course to this Doctor’s course.

All 4 Japanese students are members of Society. 
Some students have just started living in Japan. It may take several months to get accustomed to Japanese life. I would like to advise those students to learn the Japanese language as soon as possible to ease adaptation to life in Japan. Each of the three universities offers Japanese language programs at various levels. Ehime University also has a special program funded by MEXT, the Career Development Program for International Students in Japan, which provides special classes to prepare students for employment in Japanese companies and assisting in their search for employment in Japan. These programs will assist you in learning a higher level of Japanese language and culture. 

In all of your countries, agriculture, forestry and fisheries are of primary importance. Your research subjects are exactly related to those fields. 
Targeting sustainable growth of agriculture and poverty reduction, we will challenge (1) to strengthen and ensure food security, (2) to produce high value added agriculture, forestry, livestock, and fishery products, (3) to enhance competitiveness against a variety of free trade mechanism, (4) to improve productivity by developing and disseminating new techniques, (5) to foster HR and societies of agriculture, (6) to mitigate natural disaster or crop damage due to disease and pest, (7) to install and equip infrastructure for production and transportation like irrigation system and logistics (8) and to manage resources by co-existing with natural environment.
You all are expected to be leaders of your countries and bridges between Japan and each country. During your research life in UGAS, I expect you to develop academic and friendship networks between each other and between your senior researchers i.e., many alumni and alumnae of UGAS so that UGAS could be a hub of the academic collaboration.
Finally, I hope you all establish good relationships with your colleagues and academic advisers, promote your networks between your predecessors, who are alumni and alumnae and help to advance learning and research in this graduate school.
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Thank you very much for your attention.
