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17 GOALS TO TRANSFORM OUR WORLD

et SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
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UNITED NATIONS ANNOUNCES YOUNG LEADERS
FOR THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

New York, September 19, 2016 — The UN Secretary-General's Envoy on Youth, Ahmad
Alhendawi, today unveiled the inaugural class of Young Leaders for the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) at the Social Good Summit in New York.

The 17 Young Leaders have been recognized for their leadership and contribution to the
achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which includes a set of 17 Goals

to end poverty, fight inequality and injustice, and tackle climate change by 2030.

“Today | am pleased to join in welcoming the inaugural class of Young Leaders for the Sustainable
Development Goals,” said UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. “These 17 young change-makers
are a testament to the ingenuity of youth and | congratulate them for their exceptional leadership

and demonstrated commitment to the Sustainable Development Goals.”

The flagship initiative of the Office of the Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth comes against a

backdrop of increasing efforts by the UN to engage young people in its efforts to achieve the



SDGs. Selected from over 18,000 nominations from 186 different countries, the Young Leaders
for the SDGs will support efforts to engage young people in the realization of the SDGs and will
have opportunities to engage in UN and partner-led projects. The initiative will also contribute to

a brain trust of young leaders supporting initiatives related to the SDGs.

Speaking at the event, the Youth Envoy, Ahmad Alhendawi, said: “We are proud to announce this
group of young global citizens who are already transforming their communities. At the same time,
the selection process was an important reminder of the great potential and talent of so many
young people around the world, who are making immense contributions to peace, development

and the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals.”

The Young Leaders for the SDGs will be at the United Nations in New York for the opening of the
71st Session of the General Assembly, where they are scheduled to take part in a series of high-

level meetings and events.
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About the initiative: The Young Leaders Initiative is powered by the Office of the UN Secretary-
General's Envoy on Youth and is part of the Global Youth Partnership for Sustainable
Development Goals, launched in 2015 and housed in the Envoy’s Office. From food to fashion to
micro-finance, the Young Leaders for the SDGs, aged 19-30 years old, come from many different
backgrounds, represent every region in the world and inspire all of us to achieve the goals. The
Young Leaders for the SDGs are recognized for their leadership and contribution to a more
sustainable world. They will come together as a community to support efforts to engage young
people in the realization of the SDGs both through strategic opportunities with the UN and through

their existing initiatives, platforms and networks.

About the Selection Process: The Young Leaders for the SDGs were selected through a multi-
step rigorous process during which they were also evaluated by a high-level Selection Committee
comprised of representatives from governments, the United Nations, civil society and the private

sector.
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Trisha Shetty (India); Anthony Ford-Shubrook (the United Kingdom); Rita Kimani (Kenya); Rainier Mallol (the Dominican Republic); Edda Hamar
(Iceland/Australia); Vincent Loka (Indonesia); Samar Samir Mezghanni (Tunisia/Iraq); Lutfi Fadil Lokman (Malaysia); Carolina Medina (Colombia); Jake
Horowitz (the United States); Shougat Nazbin Khan (Bangladesh); Samuel Malinga (Uganda); Safaath Ahmed Zahir (the Republic of Maldives); Ankit
Kawatra (India); Nikki Fraser (Canada); Karan Jerath (the United States); and Tere Gonzalez Garcia (Mexico)
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Ramy Srour | Communications Adviser | Office of the Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth
EBEE : +1 212 963 4204
X—)LJ7 RL-X : srourr@un.org

Devi Palanivelu | Department of Public Information
&EiE 1 +1 212963 1104
A—)L77 RL-X : palanivelu@un.org

Twitter: @UNYouthEnvoy
Facebook: facebook.com/UNYouthEnvoy =

Instagram: @unyouthenvoy
D1 JHYA b~ : www.un.org/youthenvoy IO
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