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English message below the Japanese.

Make it Better!
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Hey folks, don't make it bad
Take a new step and make it better
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Make it Better!

How are you? I am Yuichi Ohashi, the president of Ehime University.

As you know the Novel Coronavirus has spread around the world. It disrupts
people's lives and causes anxiety. This disease is a great challenge to humanity.
Although the development of medication and a vaccine is seeing quick progress, the
situation continues to be without a clear path towards normalcy. We have thus

moved to stage red in Ehime University’s business continuity plan.

I sent out a welcome message to our new students at the beginning of this month.
However, many may feel frustrated with not being able to begin their new life, and
current students may experience confusion due to all of the extraordinary
circumstances such as not being allowed on campus, and classes going online.
These days must be tense for our exchange students, separated from their home
country. I am afraid it will be a hard experience for all of our students, so let’s try
to make it better. As for us, we will do whatever we can to support you. If you have
any worries, or problems with getting online, please feel free to consult your

supervisor or student services.

It is a big demerit that you will not be able to attend classes as usual. However, I
think it is important to keep a positive mind, and try to find novel ways of coping.
With all the free time, including the coming Golden Week holidays, you will need to
use your creativity. Of course it is important to keep following your classes. But with
the extra hours you can read long novels, polish up skills, or watch a documentary
to travel virtually and enjoy nature. On a personal note, within the spirit of "stay
home" I think it is necessary for me to cook by myself. Under the supervision of my
wife I have started cooking with eggs. My first challenges are rolled omelet, savory

custard and omelet rice. I am enjoying it more than I thought.
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Are you familiar with the word game acrostic? In this game each letter of a word
can also be the first letter of another word or sentence. Several years ago at an
entrance ceremony I used EHIME. Now I would like to try again, but this time the
theme is COVID 19 prevention.

Extra air exchange

Handwashing

Is your temperature high?

Mask wearing

Enough social distance

Many young people who have the virus do not seem to have symptoms and they
can easily become spreaders, so it is necessary to be aware of the risk of contagion.
I would like to ask you all to use this time for self-improvement and to act as
responsible members of society during this state of emergency. I am a great Beatle's
fan and I would like to end this message with some lines from ‘Hey Jude’ with a few
changes I made to fit the situation.

Hey folks, don't make it bad
Take a new step and make it better

We can work together to overcome this critical situation!

Ehime University

President Ohashi Yuichi



