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Diploma Policy

Educational Philosophy and Objectives

The United Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences, Ehime University (UGAS-EU) is
a collaboration between the Graduate School of Agriculture at Ehime University and
Kagawa University, and the Agriculture and Marine Science Program, Graduate School
of Integrated Arts and Sciences at Kochi University, each of which has its own unique
characteristics. The goal of UGAS-EU is to develop exceptional individuals who will
shape the 21st century by providing an education that nurtures critical thinking, a deep
understanding of humanity, society, and nature, and advanced knowledge and technical
skills in specialized fields.

Through forward-thinking and innovative research, the school strives to produce globally
recognized research achievements while developing professionals who contribute to
regional communities and drive local development. In addition, by actively welcoming
outstanding international students from various countries and training them to be core
researchers who will shape the future of their respective countries, the school contributes
to sustainable social development, a balanced relationship between humanity and the
natural environment, and a more peaceful, considerate world.

Educating Researchers

Through innovative and visionary research, UGAS seeks to train and develop talented
individuals who possess the ability to explore and resolve issues in the specialized fields
of Bioresource Production Science, Applied Bioresource Science, and Life Environment
Conservation Science. These individuals are equipped with advanced knowledge and
technical skills, enabling them to play active roles in their own regions and the wider
international community. For international students, the program focuses on training
individuals who can contribute to the sustainable development of their home countries, a
mutually beneficial balance between people and the natural environment, and betterment
of the world. The Special Doctoral Program for International Students in Tropical and
Subtropical Agriculture and Related Sciences primarily accepts exemplary mid-career
scientists from tropical and subtropical regions, and trains them to become advanced
researchers and technical experts capable of shaping the future in their respective
countries. The Special Doctoral Course Program in Agricultural Sciences for Students
from Asia, Africa, and the Pacific Rim (AAP) provides an integrated education from the
master’s to the doctoral level with the aim of training people to become advanced
researchers and technical experts.

Learning Achievement Goals

1. Knowledge and Understanding
Acquire advanced specialist knowledge and technical skills related to biological
production, use of bioresources, and conservation of natural environments.

2. Thinking, Judgment, and Implementation



Theoretically analyze the causes of various issues (food, resources, environment) in
a sustainable society that balances nature and human society, and identify practical
solutions.

3. Interest, Motivation, and Attitude
Maintain strong interest and motivation to clarify and solve various issues (food,
resources, environment) in a sustainable society, and act proactively, independently,
and continually while maintaining ethical awareness and a cooperative attitude.

4 . Skills, Expression, and Explanation
Possess high-level communication and presentation skills to accurately explain
one’s theoretical thinking, decision-making processes, and results.

Completion Requirements and Degree Conferment

To complete the doctoral program, students must be enrolled for a minimum of three years,
receive research guidance from their supervising professors, including annual progress
reports, and complete the required coursework specified in the degree requirements. They
must also give an interim presentation, which serves as an interim review for the doctoral
dissertation. Towards the end of the program, students must submit their doctoral
dissertation and pass the dissertation presentation and final examination in accordance with
the regulations and operational policies governing the evaluation of dissertations.

However, students who achieve outstanding research accomplishments may be eligible to
complete the program in a minimum of three years, including the two-year enrollment
period in the master’s program. Students who fulfill the above requirements for completion
will be awarded the degree of Doctor of Philosophy from Ehime University.
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Curriculum Policy

Policy on Curriculum Design and Implementation, and Curriculum Features and
Characteristics

Curriculum Structure and Educational Content

The United Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences, Ehime University (UGAS-EU)
offers three majors: Bioresource Production Science, Applied Bioresource Science, and
Life Environment Conservation Science. These majors provide education to develop
highly skilled professionals with advanced knowledge and expertise who can actively
contribute to both local and global communities.

The educational programs in each specialized field are designed to provide students with
a broad academic foundation in agricultural sciences and advanced expertise and
technical skills. Through research guidance, the programs cultivate the ability to explore
and solve issues related to agriculture. Moreover, the programs are structured to develop
professionals capable of making contributions to both regional and international societies.

Instruction

In addition to undertaking dissertation research under the guidance of their supervisor
and co-supervisors, students participate in programs to help them gain advanced
knowledge and expertise, enabling them to contribute to both regional and international
communities. These programs include

1. Joint Seminar: Japanese and international students work together in this residential
seminar involving presentations, communication exercises, and group work
conducted in English.

2. Specialized seminars for each major: conducted in English by faculty members
from the three constituent universities (Ehime, Kagawa, Kochi) using a video-
conferencing system.

3. Comprehensive Agricultural Science: lectures offered separately in Japanese and
English in collaboration with the six united graduate schools of agriculture
nationwide using a video-conferencing system.

4. English for Scientific Writing and Presentations: lectures conducted by a native
English-speaking instructor, focusing on improving students’ scientific English
proficiency.

5. Credits are also awarded for participation in internships and presentations at
international conferences.

Evaluation
For all courses, students are thoroughly evaluated through written examinations, oral
examinations, and reports based on objective evaluation criteria.

Curriculum Evaluation



Statistical data obtained from class questionnaires and graduate questionnaires are
analyzed to assess the effectiveness of individual courses and the overall curriculum in
research and education. Based on these evaluation, continual improvements are made to
enhance the curriculum.
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Admission Policy

Desired Applicants

Agricultural science integrates various academic disciplines, including biology,
chemistry, physics, engineering, economics, and biotechnology. Consequently, an
interdisciplinary approach is required to establish balanced and sustainable relationships
between nature and society. Therefore, we seek individuals who possess broad knowledge
and a flexible mindset unconstrained by conventional academic frameworks, strive to
deepen their understanding of biological functions and enhance biological productivity,
aim for the efficient use of biological resources, and explore agriculture of the future with
a focus on both regional and global environmental conservation.

Based on this philosophy, The United Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences, Ehime
University (UGAS-EU) (three-year doctoral program only) established three majors:
Bioresource Production Science, Applied Bioresource Science, and Life Environment
Conservation Science. UGAS-EU welcomes graduates from master’s programs at
universities in Japan as well as outstanding international students pursuing research
relevant to their respective countries and regions.

Agricultural science plays a crucial role in sustaining and improving the quality of
people’s lives while preserving and enhancing the environment and ecosystems that
support it. Therefore, we encourage applications from individuals who are motivated to
the challenges in agricultural science and lead the future of society.

The Special Program for International Students in Tropical and Subtropical Agriculture
and Related Sciences is designed to provide research and education in the production and
use of biological resources and the environmental sciences that support them in the
tropical and subtropical regions. Centered on such regions, this program targets
outstanding mid-career scientists engaged in research or education worldwide and trains
them to become highly skilled researchers and technical experts who can contribute to
the future development of their home countries.

The Special Doctoral Course Program in Agricultural Sciences for Students from Asia,
Africa, and the Pacific Rim (AAP) is designed as an integrated educational pathway from
the master’s to the doctoral level. The program is open to graduates and prospective
graduates of international universities, aiming to train them to become highly skilled
researchers and technical experts in agricultural science.



Program Goals and Core Competencies

1. Knowledge, Discovery, and Understanding
Possess fundamental and specialized knowledge in agriculture, environmental
sciences, and related disciplines; demonstrate the ability to identify, analyze, and
solve problems in their area of expertise through data collection and analysis; and
conduct research independently or in groups.

2. Ethics and Practical Application
Exhibit a high level of ethical awareness in the research of Bioresource Production
Sciences, Applied Bioresource Sciences, Life Environment Conservation Sciences,
and related scientific fields; and apply scientific principles to research and
education in agriculture, the environmental sciences, and related disciplines with
integrity.

3. Information Dissemination
Take an active role in addressing global challenges in agriculture and environmental
sciences and to effectively communicate research findings and insights at an
international level.

4. Critical Thinking, Judgment, Expression, and Communication
Possess strong scientific reasoning and objective judgment capabilities; be able to
see and think broadly and consider issues comprehensively; and exhibit advanced
presentation and communication skills for diverse audiences.

Admission Selection Policy

Applicants are interviewed (includes a presentation and oral examination) to evaluate the
knowledge and skills they have acquired through their bachelor’s and master’s programs,
the ability to apply that knowledge and skills, and their proactive attitude toward
collaborative learning with diverse individuals. In addition, a system is in place for
international students to be admitted prior to arriving in Japan, opening the door for
motivated applicants from diverse backgrounds. Applicants for Working Student Special
Admission are interviewed (includes a presentation and oral examination) to evaluate the
knowledge and experience they have gained through employment at companies and
organizations.

UGAS also offers two special courses. Applicants for the Tropical and Subtropical
Agriculture and Related Sciences Course are interviewed by a prospective supervisor and
two or more faculty members to evaluate the following: (1) master’s thesis or equivalent
research, (2) research plan after admission, (3) specialized knowledge, (4) aptitude and
motivation for learning, and (5) English communication skills. The Special Doctoral
Course Program in Agricultural Sciences for Students from Asia, Africa, and the Pacific
Rim (AAP) is a five-year integrated master’s and PhD program. Applicants for this
program are evaluated based on their doctoral research plan and a recommendation letter
from the supervisor.



